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Abstract

Objective: The academic migration of elites has become a serious challenge for Iran's educational
system. This study aimed to predict academic migration intention based on psychological capital, and
subjective vitality among gifted (SAMPAD) high school students in Shiraz.

Methodology: The research method was descriptive-correlational. The statistical population included
1,200 SAMPAD students, from which a sample of 291 students was selected using proportional
stratified random sampling. Data were collected using standard questionnaires of Psychological Capital
(Luthans, 2007), Subjective Vitality (Ryan & Frederick, 1997), and a researcher-made academic
migration intention questionnaire. Data were analyzed using Pearson correlation and multiple
regression tests.

Findings: Results showed that psychological capital (r = -0.42) and subjective vitality (r = -0.38) had
a significant negative relationship with migration intention. The combination of two variables explained
41% of the variance in migration intention (R? = 0.41),

Conclusion: To reduce the academic migration intention of elites, it is necessary to strengthen
psychological capital and subjective vitality while reducing the perception of educational injustice,
thereby providing the groundwork for their retention within the country's educational system.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The migration of elite and gifted students for higher education has become a critical concern
for developing countries, including Iran, leading to a significant "brain drain." This
phenomenon not only depletes the nation's human capital but also undermines its long-term
scientific and economic development. While previous research has largely focused on
structural and economic factors (e.g., unemployment, lack of resources), the role of individual
psychological and perceptual factors has been underexplored, especially among adolescent
gifted students who are at a crucial decision-making juncture. This study aimed to address this
gap by investigating the combined and unique predictive power of three key psychological
constructs: Psychological Capital (PsyCap), Perceived Educational Injustice, and Subjective
Vitality on the academic migration intention of gifted high school students in Shiraz, Iran.

Methodology

This research was applied in purpose and employed a descriptive-correlational design. The
statistical population comprised all 1,200 students enrolled in SAMPAD (National
Organization for Development of Exceptional Talents) high schools in Shiraz during the 2025-
2026 academic year. A sample of 291 students was selected using Cochran's formula and a
proportional stratified random sampling method, ensuring representation across grades (10th,
11th, 12th) and gender. Data were collected using four standardized instruments: Luthans'
Psychological Capital Questionnaire (PCQ-24), Golparvar's Educational Justice Scale, Ryan
and Frederick's Subjective Vitality Scale (SVS), and a researcher-made questionnaire to
measure academic migration intention. The validity and reliability of these instruments were
confirmed through content validity and Cronbach's alpha coefficients. Data analysis was
performed using SPSS-22. Inferential statistics included Pearson correlation coefficients to
examine bivariate relationships and simultaneous multiple regression analysis to test the
predictive power of the independent variables and the overall model fit

Results

The findings revealed significant correlations between all three independent variables and the
dependent variable. Psychological Capital showed a moderate negative correlation with
migration intention (r = -0.42, p < 0.01), indicating that students with higher levels of self-
efficacy, hope, resilience, and optimism were less inclined to emigrate. Subjective Vitality also
exhibited a significant negative relationship (r =-0.38, p <0.01), suggesting that a greater sense
of energy and enthusiasm for life acts as a protective factor against migration intention. In
contrast, Perceived Educational Injustice demonstrated a strong positive correlation with
migration intention (r = 0.51, p < 0.01), highlighting that perceptions of unfair treatment,
inequitable resource distribution, and unjust procedures within the educational system are
powerful drivers of the desire to leave. The simultaneous multiple regression model was
statistically significant (F(3, 287) = 66.54, p < 0.001). The linear combination of the three
predictors explained 41% of the variance in academic migration intention (R* = 0.41). Among
the predictors, Perceived Educational Injustice emerged as the strongest unique contributor (3
=0.40, p < 0.001), followed by Psychological Capital (B = -0.26, p < 0.001) and Subjective
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Vitality (f =-0.18, p <0.001). The four subscales of PsyCap all had negative correlations with
migration intention, with hope (r = -0.38) being the strongest component.

Discussion

The results underscore the importance of psychological and perceptual factors in shaping the
migration intentions of gifted students. The findings confirm that perceived injustice in the
educational environment is a powerful "push factor," while positive psychological resources
like PsyCap and Subjective Vitality act as significant "pull factors" that anchor students to their
home country. The strong predictive power of the model (41% variance explained)
demonstrates that these internal states are not merely peripheral but are central to the decision-
making process of elite students. This research provides empirical evidence that challenges the
purely economic view of migration. To mitigate brain, drain, educational policymakers and
school administrators should implement targeted interventions aimed at: 1) enhancing students'
Psychological Capital through training programs focused on resilience and hope; 2) fostering
a more just and transparent educational climate to reduce perceptions of inequity; and 3)
promoting subjective vitality through activities that boost student engagement and well-being.
Future research should adopt longitudinal designs and include other mediating variables like
national identity and social support to further understand this complex phenomenon.
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